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I have a dream
Anjum Malik

| have a dream that for every child born anywhere, everywhere in the world,
it is taken for granted, without a question or a thought, they have free edu-
cation, from the moment they need it.

A given right of free education to every baby born in the world is a
dream | carry, waiting for it to become true.

From nursery to first school, to the bigger school, college, university,
wherever.

Imagine a world where little babies would be learning from the time
they are ready.

Everywhere in the world, in countries, cities, villages, towns, in each
street, lane, alleyway, every little gulley. Wherever a child is born, there is
education waiting to unfold, as natural as growing, breathing, moving, for
the little person.

A world where every child gets to go to a nursery and learn to play,
sing songs, and make sense of the alphabet of their language and other
languages.

They have paintbrushes, crayons, pencil, pens, papers and screens to
make their marks.

To create their masterpieces to be displayed in a book neatly dated and
documented by loving parents for the future. Notebooks, pieces of paper,
a device, a computer, anything, a memento. Masterpieces for their parents
to hang up on their walls or stick onto the fridge door.

They continue with their higher education — however long — academic,

hands-on, working and learning, in whatever capacity they want to do it,



they will learn all that they want.

Imagine.

This is our world, the norm, the everyday, expected, accepted, what
we all do.

It is possible, so easy to make this dream come true. It would not take
much to create places of learning. A room, an open yard, a field, a space for
the children to gather with their teachers.

For people in power and able to make things happen, to set aside all it
would take to make this happen as a priority.

Imagine having that chance, the given right to learn, to develop and
have the opportunity to come up with answers for each person born in our
beautiful world. What would it mean for all of us to have so many young

minds coming up?
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A recording of this talk can be found on the WritersMosaic website at
writersmosaic.org.uk
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