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DEATH OF SIR E. ANTROBUS (4th Baronet)
OWNER AND GUARDIAN OF STONEHENGE -
headline from The Times, May 15th 1915

And there's my English grandmother,
Barbara Antrobus by the fire,

TV on and her dog, Coco,
huddled on her lap.

You know, the Antrobuses
owned Stonehenge, she says

as sure as if her own hand
rested on the stone.

The Antrobuses refused
millions of pounds

to sell it to America.
That’s our history,

keeping those stones
where they were found.

Her story made the fire
relight itself.

Flare light
on my grandmother,

a minister’'s wife,



who prided herself

only as God's servant.
At Christmas she watched

the Queen's speech
hands on her lap

thinking face
quiet as a private fence.

When she died no giant
monuments were passed

our way. But she sat up
in her hospital bed

and said the children
are by the lake,

don’t let them fall in
and it's astonishing

how clearly | can hear her
and those children now,

how lasting their voices

inside us. How deeply known.
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