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The British government’s decision to send refugees and asylum seekers to 

Rwanda, a country with a known history of human rights violations, and one 

that continues to struggle with deep-seated social and economic 

difficulties, is part of a legacy of not only marginalising, but effectively 

demonising those seeking refuge in the UK. This move is part of a climate 

of hostility towards supposed outsiders that has been cultivated for 

decades to the point where ordinary citizens are invited, even encouraged, 

to disassociate themselves from the humanity of those seeking help in 

times of desperate need. 

 

Let’s not be naïve; there are no accidents here, and ‘Project Racism’ is alive 

and well. The conflict between Ukraine and Russia has revealed how the 

perception of refugees at various borders is tinged by race politics. This 

isn’t a case of ‘unconscious bias’ – a phrase that affords leeway to racist 

ideology. The dehumanisation of black and brown refugees represents a 

very deliberate commitment to a racist ideology that has been incubated 

over several centuries, one that was designed to create power for European 

nations seeking to establish themselves at the helm of global political and 

socio-economic structures. We can call this out for what it is: a 

commitment to racism in the service of exploitation and control. 
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Like many others, I have stared into the timeline with a sense of despair 

and helplessness. This latter feeling, in particular, is built into a system that 

is upheld, violently, by the kind of politicians who are currently leading this 

government. It’s a system geared to the needs of institutions that have 

never asked us to question our society about abuses of power within it. 

Because to ask questions would be to invite answers. Who is power in our 

society designed to serve? Who benefits from racism? What role did Britain 

play in the exploitation of the African continent? The answers to these 

questions are obvious and threaten to dismantle an entire system that we 

have been raised to consider as ‘normal’. 

 

Basic empathy was never part of Britain’s wider colonial project. So please, 

let’s not act surprised about what this post-imperial government is doing 

now, in the third decade of the twenty-first century. Operation Legacy, the 

systematic and deliberate obscuring of Britain’s imperial crimes by 

destroying or hiding the files, took place less than 70 years ago, from the 

1950s to the 1970s. We are still very much in the moment of empire 

obscuring its own record. 

 

What we’re seeing now, up close and in real time, is the true ugliness of 

British imperialism with a post-imperial ruling elite at its helm. A group of 

people with both economic and political power, operating by rules that do 

not seem to apply to the rest of us. ‘Partygate’ is not just about cake. It’s 

about integrity and truth. The plight of asylum seekers who are trapped into 

unthinkable decisions and forced to embark on perilous journeys, is being 

made worse by our government, via policies that are both contemptible and 

horrific. But they are not shocking. To be shocked by them is to forget that 

they are, and have been, Britain’s modus operandi for centuries, and will 

continue to be so until we reveal the cold truths of what motivates them.  
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A recording of this talk can be found at writersmosaic.org.uk  
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